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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is taken in conjunction to prosecution of the instant application 
presenting claims 1-20 for examination. 

2. The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. 

Claim 1 recites: "a global register for storing a control value and a 
mapped said first status value or mapped said second status value, or storing a 
control value, a mapped said first status value and mapped said second status 
value". This clause is unclear as it is not clear whether the global register stores: 
"a control value or mapped first status value or mapped second status value", or 
all three, or two of the three. 

Claim 2: "value" lack proper antecedent basis. It is unclear whether to 
refer to control value of first status value or second status value. 

Please note that these are merely exemplary. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
5,751,638 (Mick et al). 



With respect to claims 1, 6, 9, 12, 15, and 18, Mick discloses a dual port structure 
(Fig. 3 and 23-24), wherein said structure has a first port and a second port, and a CPU 
(corresponding access requesting device Co/. 5, Line 63 to Col. 6, Line 11) uses 
said dual ports structure to access said first port or said second port [first and second 
ports (left and right ports) for communicating respectively with first and second 
resource sharing electronic devices], said dual ports structure comprising: a first 
register bank for storing values of said first port, wherein said values comprise a first 
status value; a second register bank for storing values of said second port, wherein said 
values comprise a second status value (left and right memory bank address circuits 
having left and right status registers storing value of the right and left memory 
banks) [Col. 2, Lines 18-31; Col. 6, Lines 25-59; Col. 5, Lines 16-61], a global 
register for storing a control value and a mapped said first status value or mapped said 
second status value, or storing a control value, a mapped said first status value and 
mapped said second status value (semaphore logic control circuit 302 coupled to 
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left and right register decoder circuits, 303 and 304, for providing addresses 
corresponding to register banks in the memory device 201 to generate enable 
signals for the registers) [Col. 2, Lines 18-31; Col. 6, Lines 25-59; Col. 5, Lines 16- 
61; Col. 7, Lines 1-17]] an address decoder coupling with said CPU to decode an 
address signal (left and right register decoder 303 and 304 for decoding 
addresses), and a selector for selecting said first register bank or said second register 
bank to couple with said address decoder according to said control value stored in said 
global register, wherein said CPU can access said first register bank or said second 
register bank through said address decoder (selector/multiplexer for selectively 
activate left or right bank decoder circuit in response to left and right multiplexer 
select signal) [Col. 2, Lines 18-31; Col. 7, Lines 1-17, Fig. 16-17], 

With respect to claims 2-5, 7-8, 10-11, 13-14, 17, and 19-20, Mick discloses the 
dual ports structure wherein said values comprises a status value; said first register 
bank and said second register bank have a same address; said second status value of 
said second register bank is mapped to said global register when said first register bank 
is coupled with said address decoder; said first status value of said first register bank is 
mapped to said global register when said second register bank is coupled with said 
address decoder [Col. 2, Lines 18-31; Col. 6, Lines 25-59; Col. 5, Lines 16-61; Col. 
7, Lines 1-17]. 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US 6,108,756 (Miller et al) teaching semaphore to allow bank selection and 
shared resource memory. 

US 6,763,418 (Chou) teaching plurality of ports and arbitration based on a set of 
values stored in a mask register. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pierre-Michel Bataille whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4178. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:00A to 4:30P). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew M. Kim can be reached on (571) 272-4182. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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